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The Library of the Board of 


State Vitacultural Commissioners 
AXEL E. BORG 


ONE OF THE FINEST collections of wine literature in the world 
resides in Shields Library at the University of California, Davis. 
This unique collection is a fitting complement to the academic 
Department of Viticulture and Enology, a world leader in re- 
search in wine making and grape growing. The excellence of the 
library collection is due, in no small part, to a number of wine 
and grape literature collections that were developed and built 
elsewhere and acquired by the University during the last 100 
years. One of these significant building blocks to the present 
Viticulture and Enology collection is the library of the State 
Board of Viticultural Commissioners. 

There are several variations in the name of the Board or Com- 
mission. The property stamp of the library indicates that the 
official name should be the State Viticultural Commission of 
California while the Annual Reports are by the Board of State 
Viticultural Commissioners. For the sake of clarity I shall use 
Board of State Viticultural Commissioners. (The variants may be 
a reflection of confusion within the organization over its role in 
aiding the industry, but that is another issue. ) 

The odyssey of the Board’s library makes an interesting tale 
and requires some understanding of the development of the wine 
industry as well as the role of the University. While the wine 
making tradition of California is relatively young in comparison 
to that of Europe, the scientific approach to wine making in Cali- 
fornia is almost as old as that of Europe.’ Louis Pasteur’s work on 
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the microbiology of wine dates from the 1860s and was published 
in 1866 with a Second Edition 1873. In 1874, Eugene Hilgard, a 
German-born, American-raised and European-educated chemist, 
began his service at the University of California. During his 
32-year tenure, Professor Hilgard was to publish the results of 
his wide ranging research at the University of California in over 
1,200 pages of reports and bulletins of which over 600 pages are 
wine or grape related.” 

‘Io understand why the Board and its library were created it 
is important to look at wine making and grape growing condi- 
tions that prevailed in the later part of nineteenth-century Cali- 
fornia. Two major problems concerned the early wine industry of 
California, wine quality and the vine louse or phylloxera. These 
two problems are still of concern to the wine industry today. 
Phylloxera, an insect native to North America and particularly 
harmful to the European Vitis vinifera grape vine, was beginning 
to destroy vineyards in France as early as the late 1860s.° In 1873 
the beginnings of the phylloxera damage that was to devastate the 
California wine industry was detected in Sonoma, although it 
wasn’t until 1880 that the phylloxera issue sparked the California 
Legislature to provide funds for research into the problem. Prior 
to the creation of the Board, there was work on phylloxera by a 
number of people, including Professor Hilgard who published 
his first report on the problem in 1876.* 

The formal beginning of the scientific approach to wine mak- 
ing in California dates from the viticultural bill of 15 April 1880 
that created the State Board of Viticultural Commissioners and 
mandated research and instruction on viticulture and enology in 
the University. The initial appropriation was divided between 
the Board and the University, and this method of joint appropria- 
tion was to sow the seeds of discord that later led to the dissolu- 
tion of the Board. A report by the State Viticultural Convention 
recommended the establishment of a viticultural laboratory to be 
used for both experimental and demonstration purposes. The 
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Board and the University were to have a role in the laboratory. 
The major sticking point seemed to be the location of the pro- 
posed viticultural laboratory. The Board wanted the laboratory 
in San Francisco and the University wanted the laboratory in 
Berkeley.’ In the end the appropriation was split between the two 
organizations rather than be used in a joint effort. Laboratories 
were established in both locations. 

The Board was “‘to consist of nine members, two appointed 
from the State at large, and one to be appointed from each of the 
seven viticultural districts”® established by the Act. The Com- 
missioners representing the viticultural districts were required to 
be residents of the district. The term of office was limited to four 
years, with four of the initial appointments to be limited to two 
year terms. Such two year appointments were to be determined 
by lot. The members of the Board were prominent men in the 
wine industry and while provisions were made for new appoint- 
ees to the Board, in practice members of the Board just switched 
positions. The names of several of the Board members are still 
with us by way of winery names such as Krug and Bundschu.’ 

The commissioners, appointed by the Governor and to serve 
without pay, were “to meet semi-annually to consult and adopt 
such measures as may best promote the progress of the viticul- 
tural industries of the State?’ In addition they were “to select and 
appoint competent and qualified persons to deliver at least one 
lecture each year in each of the viticultural districts” defined in 
the enabling legislation. The Board was to “devote especial atten- 
tion to the study of phylloxera and other diseases of the vine and 
make such recommendations in their semi-annual reports.”* 

Section 7 of the Act charged the Board with the collection and 
dissemination of information concerning the problems facing the 
California wine industry and as a result the Board amassed a li- 
brary that was considered one of the best collections of wine 
literature of its time.° The Board Library was to be the informa- 
tional resource behind the efforts of the Board to solve the prob- 
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lems of Phylloxera and the related issue of quality of wine. In the 
1880s the devastation of vineyards both in Europe and California 
led many people to believe that the extinction of wine grapes was 
inevitable. A number of recipe books demonstrating the means 
to manufacture wine without grapes appeared at the time. In 
addition there were occasional problems with adulteration of 
wine caused to some degree by a lack of grapes.*° To this end the 
Board collected a substantial number of pamphlets on phylloxera 
and on wine making in addition to the books on the subject. The 
material is largely technical and is primarily in French. The tech- 
nical focus of the collection effort is to be expected in light of the 
emphasis on the problems then facing the wine industry. 

As one of the more active members, Charles Wetmore, Chief 
Executive Viticultural Officer of the Board, presumably had 
considerable influence on the material selected for the collection. 
One of the first graduates of the University of California, Wet- 
more was also the only non-wine maker to be appointed. Later 
Wetmore was to found Cresta Blanca Winery in the Livermore 
Valley, but his initial involvement in the wine industry was that 
of consultant and broker. In 1879 he traveled extensively in 
France and wrote a number of articles for the Alta California on 
French grape growing and wine making practices. Wetmore’s 
French orientation was later to manifest itself when the 1885 
District Convention of the Board was held in San Jose and a 
number of the technical sessions were conducted in French. 
Certainly French researchers were leaders at the time in many of 
the problem areas that the Board and the University were investi- 
gating on behalf of the California wine industry. Accordingly 
these factors must account for the predominance of French in 
the collection.” 

Examples of some of the titles in the Board’s library include: 
Grape culture, wines and wine making ... (New York: Harper, 
1862) by Agostin Haraszthy (omission of this title would be 
quite unusual as the author was the father of Arpad Haraszthy, 
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President of the Board from 1880-1888); American grape grow- 
ing and wine making (New York: Orange Judd, 1880) by George 
Husmann (it is notable that Grape culture and wine making 
in California (San Francisco: Payot, Upham & Co., 1888) by 
Husmann is not known to have been in the library, perhaps be- 
cause the work was printed the year the Board issued the only 
known list of its libraries’ holdings, it might have been added later 
and the copy that belonged to the library is waiting to be identi- 
fied) as well as The Wine Press and the Cellar... (San Francisco: 
Payot Upham and New York: D. Van Nostrand, 1883) by 
Emmet Rixford. 

Some of the more popular works in the Board’s library include 
Facts about champagne ... (London: Ward, Lock, 1879), Facts 
about port and madeira ... (London: Ward, Lock; New York: 
Scribner and Welford, 1880), Facts about sherry ... (London: 
Ward, Lock and Tyler, 1876), A history of champagne. . . (Lon- 
don: Vizetelly and Co., 1882), and The wines of the world 
characterized & classed ... (London: Ward, Lock and Tyler. 
1875) all by Henry Vizetelly (not exactly scientific treatises but 
important works none the less). 

French scientific literature includes a first edition of Etudes 
sur le vin (Paris: Masson et Fils, 1866) by Louis Pasteur; as well 
as works by Jules Emile Planchon the French professor of phar- 
macy who discovered how the phylloxera attacks the grape 
vine, Dr. Jules Guyot who surveyed the viticultural practices of 
France in the mid-nineteenth century, and Marguerite Duchesse 
De Fitz-James, a noteworthy writer on viticulture and a princi- 
pal spokesperson for the Americanist school which advocated 
erafting American root stock for phylloxera resistance are also 
part of the collection.” 

To further make the collected information available to the 
public, several important works were translated and published by 
the Board. Examples of the translated works include: Wines, their 
care and treatment in cellar and store, together with a short treat- 
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ise on vinification (Sacramento: J. D. Young, Supt. State Print- 
ing, 1889) by Raimond Boireau; and Wines: Classification, wine- 
tasting, qualities, and defects (Sacramento: A. J. Johnston, Supt. 
State Printing, 1892) by G. Grazzi-Soncini. 

The importance of the material in the collection is that this is 
the information that was available to the people who were trying 
to shape the late nineteenth-century California wine industry.” 
In addition, the Board printed a number of reports concerning 
the activities of the Board as well as activities of its members. The 
information published by the Board covers such diverse subjects 
as plant pathology, wine making technology, as well as statistical 
information on the California wine industry. The publications of 
the Board represent the efforts of such significant early California 
wine makers as Arpad Haraszthy, Charles Krug, Charles Wet- 
more, J. DeBarth Shorb, Charles Bundschu, and others. 

The means by which the wine industry had access to the ma- 
terial collected by the Board and placed in the library is unknown. 
The 1887 report of Clarence Wetmore, secretary of the board 
and brother of Charles Wetmore, states that ““No one has been 
permitted to take books from the office, but all persons have 
been cordially invited to visit our rooms and make use of the li- 
brary during office hours?’* The library was located in San Fran- 
cisco, in the oflices of the Board. During the course of its 14-year 
existence, the Board moved its offices at least five times. 

The Legislative Act that formed the Board also charged the 
University of California with instructional and experimental du- 
ties in “further promotion of viticultural interests?” By 1884 the 
two organizations were in conflict. Since the Board was com- 
posed of practicing wine makers for the most part, the Board 
tended to have a more “down to earth” outlook. The practical 
nature of the members of the Board clashed with the research ef- 
forts of Dr. Eugene Hilgard and the University of California. 
One of the results of this clash was a running battle between 
Charles Wetmore and Eugene Hilgard fought out in a number 
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of places to include the San Francisco press. In 1894 the Board 
was disbanded by the Legislature and the library along with all 
other assets were turned over to the University of California, 
Berkeley. The minutes of the Board are presently in The Ban- 
croft Library at the University of California, Berkeley, but the 
remainder of the Board records were lost in 1897 when a fire de- 
stroyed the Agricultural Building on the Berkeley campus. 

The remaining stocks of Board publications were turned over 
to the University for distribution. The University’s residual ani- 
mosity is reflected in its Report of the Viticultural Work pub- 
lished in 1896: “While the Viticultural Commission, with its 
annual appropriation of $15,000, could well afford to spare 
enough for postage on its reports, the Station cannot thus draw 
on the small sum of $2,500 given to the University to carry on 
the viticultural work?’*® 

Some time after the Commisioners’ Library was transferred to 
the University, the collection was split apart. The majority of 
the collection was placed in the Food Science Department Li- 
brary with some volumes going to the University of California, 
Berkeley General Library. Later, some of the volumes that were 
part of the General Library collection were dispersed to branch 
libraries such as the Biology Library, Entomology Library and 
Agriculture Library as they were created out of the Main Li- 
brary holdings. 

In 1952 when the University of California, Berkeley Food 
Science Department was transferred to the Davis Campus of the 
University of California, through the many efforts of Professor 
Amerine, the Department Library was transferred to Shields 
Library at University of California, Davis. It is by this route that 
Shields Library, University of California Davis acquired the bulk 
of the Board’s library.” 

The only catalog published of the holdings of the Board’s library 
was in its 1887 report. This 1887 catalog lists items in accession 
number order (accession numbers can sometimes be found on 
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Art de faire le vin et de distiller les eaux-de-vie; Par A. B***. Paris: Im- 
primerie de Baudouin Fréres, 1820. iv, 105 p-, [2] leaves of plates (1 
folded): 2 diagrams; 21 cm. 

This title page contains the property stamps from the three libraries 
that have held the collection of the Board of Viticultural Commissioners. 
These libraries are the Library of the State Viticultural Commission of 
California, the Library of the University of California (Berkeley), and 
the Library of the University of California at Davis. These property 
stamps illustrate the succession of ownership of this particular volume. 
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the spine and or on the title page) and reflects only brief author 
and title information. There is no subject organization or access 
to the library collection. However the 1887 catalog reflects a 
language grouping of material in which French and other lan- 
guages occupy numbers 1-193 and English language titles are 
numbered from 216 on. A note at the end of the catalog indicates 
that the library was receiving reports from governmental agen- 
cies at the federal and state level (including states other than 
California). In addition the library subscribed to the San Fran- 
cisco Merchant, Pacific Rural Press, and Farm and Home as well 
as to numerous other journals and newspapers.” 

In an effort to understand the library, I have attempted to con- 
struct a catalog. I began with brief listings in the 1887 catalog and 
attempted to locate the volumes indicated. In the process of 
checking the library collections at the University of California, 
Davis and the University of California, Berkeley, I have located 
116 additional titles not listed in the 1887 catalog of the Board 
Library. Criteria for inclusion of the additional titles 1s the pres- 
ence of the property stamp of the Library of the Board of State 
Viticultural Commissioners. The present catalog, a copy of 
which is located at Shields Library, University of California, 
Davis lists all known titles. Call numbers are given for the items 
located and as complete a citation as possible is given for the items 
that have not been located. Of the items that have been located, 





The distinctive, diamond-shaped property stamp of the commissioners 
library appears in most of the volumes on the title leaf below the half title 
rather than on the title page proper. In addition, the property stamp of 
the commissioners library may appear several pages into the text, on the 
verso of plates or maps and or near the end of the text. 

This work was number go in the Catalogue of books in library of the 
State Viticultural Commission on pages 72-77 of the Annual report of 
the Board of State Viticultural Commissioners, for 1887. Sacramento: 
J. D. Young, Supt. State Printing, 1888. 
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203 are held in the Department of Special Collections at Shields 
Library, University of California, Davis, and 151 items are held 
in various libraries at University of California, Berkeley. 

The Library of the Board of Viticultural Commissioners has 
409 known titles, and approximately 86% of the titles have been 
located. The high number of items located is remarkable in that 
some of the titles may not have been transferred to Berkeley and 
the ones that were at Berkeley may have been lost in the fire of 
1897 or lost over time through circulation. French language titles 
comprise 74% of the collection. The remainder are: English 
(17%), German (4%), Italian (3%) and some Portuguese. The 
earliest work is a Sir Edward Barry’s Observations historical, 
critical, and medical on the wines of the ancients (London: T. 
Cadell, 1775); however, over 70% of the titles carry post-1870 
imprints. 

As to the depth and quality of the collection, Arpad Haraszthy 
states in the 1887 report of the Board that “the proper committee 
set about collecting all the works obtainable, printed in the Eng- 
lish language, on vine growing, diseases of the vine, wine making, 
and fermentation. Then all procurable French works relating to 
these were added through much labor and some considerable 
delay. At the present time a collection is under way in the pro- 
curing of German, Italian, and Spanish works covering the same 
subjects.” Clarence Wetmore, responsible for the library, stated 
in 1887 that “Our library now contains four hundred and twenty- 
one volumes, consisting of nearly all of the standard works on 
viticulture and viniculture in the French and English lan- 
guages.’* This suggests that the collection was fairly complete in 
contemporary English language titles. 

A comparison of the listings in this catalog against the present 
English language holdings of Shields Library with imprints circa 
1850-1880 show that a number of titles aren’t included in the 
Board’s Library and indicate that the assessment of the collection 
by the President and the Secretary of the Board was perhaps 
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more favorable than warranted.”? Thus while the State Board of 
Viticultural Commisioners’ Library is not so comprehensive a 
collection as it appeared at the time, it is, however, a very good 
collection of the technical literature concerning the subjects of 
concern to the Board of State Viticultural Commissioners. 

The acquisition of the Library of the Board of Viticultural 
Commissioners by the University of California was a major step 
towards building the present collection. Items from the Board’s 
library make up, even today, a significant portion of the late roth 
century technical literature holdings of the Viticulture & Enol- 
ogy Collection at Shields Library, University of California, 
Davis. Certainly in the sense of contributing information to the 
wine industry, the efforts of the Board live today. 


THE LIBRARY OF THE BOARD OF STATE VITICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS 
NOTES 

1 Kunkee, Ralph E. “Four thousand years of wine microbiology with an emphasis 
on the last one hundred years” in Grape and Wine Centennial Symposium Pro- 
ceedings. (Davis: University of California, 1980? ) p. 76. 
2 Pasteur, Louis. Etudes sur le vin; ses maladies; causes qui les provoquent procedes 
nouveaux pour le conserver et pour le vieillir. (Paris: Victor Masson et Fils, 1866) ; 
Amerine, Maynard A. “Forward” in Grape and Wine Centennial Symposium Pro- 
ceedings. (Davis: University of California, 1980?) p. ili; A complete list of Eugene 
Hilgard’s publications on grapes and wine appears in Maynard A. Amerine and 
Herman Phaff, Bibliography of Publications by the Faculty, Staff, and Students of 
the University of California 1876-1980. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1986) p. 90-94. 
3 Ordish, George. The great wine blight. (London: Sidgwick & Jackson, 1987) p. 33. 
4 Hilgard, Eugene. Lecture on the phylloxera or grapevine louse. University of 
California Bulletin 23. (Berkeley: University of California, 1876). 
5 University of California. Committee on Viticulture. Report of Committee on 
Viticulture. (San Francisco: University of California, 1885) p. 3-9. 


6 “An Act for the promotion of the viticultural industries of the State” Section 1. 
(approved April 15th 1880) Statutes of California, 1880. p. 52-54. 


7 Charles Krug and Charles Bundschu were wine makers and members of the Board 
of State Viticultural Commissioners. Charles Bundschu worked for Jacob Gundlach 
and with Gundlach’s death in 1894, the winery became Gundlach-Bundschu. In 1943 
Charles Krug’s winery was purchased by Cesare Mondavi and is presently owned 
and operated by Peter Mondavi. Both wineries are presently operating. 
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8 “An Act for the promotion of the viticultural industries of the State” Section 4. 
(approved April 15th 1880) Statutes of California, 1880. p. 52-54. 


® Carosso, Vincent P. The California Wine Industry; A study of the formative years. 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1951) p. 123. 


10 One of the best examples of such a recipe book is the Bordeaux wine and liquor 
dealer’s guide. A treatise on the manufacture and adulteration of liquors. By a prac- 
tical liquor manufacture. (New York: Dick and Fitzgerald, 1858.). Although it was 
written just before the advent of the phylloxera problem, the preface states that 
“all kinds of wines from the choicest to the commonest, can be imitated to the per- 
fection that the best judges cannot detect the method of manufacture” 


11 Sullivan, Charles. Like modern edens: Winegrowing in Santa Clara Valley and 
Santa Cruz Mountains 1798-1981. (Cupertino: California History Center, 1982) 
P. 77-78. 

12 Johnson, Hugh. Vintage: The story of wine. (New York: Simon and Schuster, 
1989) p. 383; Ordish, George. The great wine blight. (London: Sidgwick & Jackson, 
1987) p. 109. 

18 Even the University of California was woefully lacking in a viticultural collec- 
tion. “Among the most pressing needs of this division of our work is also a material 
increase of the library of works on viticultural subjects, both for reference and 
study....” Report of the Prfeossor in Charge to the Regents of the University, 1884. 
(Sacramento: James J. Ayres, Supt. State Printing, 1884) p.15. 

14 Annual report of the Board of State Viticultural Commissioners, for 1887. (Sac- 
ramento: J.D. Young, Supt. State Printing, 1888) pp. 62-63. 

15 “An Act for the promotion of the viticultural industries of the State” Section 1. 
(approved April 15th 1880) Statutes of California, 1880. p. 52-54. 

16 Report of the viticultural work during the seasons 1887-93 with data regarding 
the vintages 1894-95. (Sacramento: A. J. Johnston, Superintendent State Printing, 
1896) p. 454. 

17 Amerine, Maynard A. “A Scholar Writes on the U. C. Wine Library? Wines 
and Vines, 52(12) December 1971. pp. 20-25. 

18 Annual report of the Board of State Viticultural Commissioners, for 1887. (Sac- 
ramento: J. D. Young, Supt. State Printing, 1888) pp. 72-77, 

19 Tbid. p. 4o. 

20 Ibid. p. 62. 


21 ‘The following titles were located in the Shields Library, University of California, 
Davis and are not included in the Board’s Library: Barron, Archibald F. Vines & 
vine-culture:.... (London: Journal of Horticulture Office, 1883); Chorlton, Wil- 
liam. The cold grapery from direct American practice:... (New York: Riker, 
1853); Hussmann, George. The cultivation of the native grape, and manufacture of 
American wines. (New York: Woodward, 1866); Phin, John. Open air grape cul- 
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ture: a practical treatise on the garden and vineyard culture of the vine... (New 
York: Saxton, 1862); Hyatt, Thomas Hart. Handbook of Grape Culture (San Fran- 
cisco: H. H. Bancroft, 1867); Reemelin, Charles. The vine-dresser’s manual, an 
illustrated treatise on vineyards and wine-making. (New York: Saxton, 1855). This is 
not a comprehensive list, but rather a sample of material not in the Board’s Library. 


Valenti Angelo and“ Monday Night 
at The Book Club” 


OF PERHAPS IMMEDIATE and personal interest to Book Club of 
California members is a Heron House’ book still in the planning 
stages. [his is to be a study of the work of Valenti Angelo, artist, 
author, printer, and long-time member of The Book Club. The 
projected volume will offer, to use the publisher’s phrase, chiefly 
‘learned opinion” regarding various aspects of Angelo’s work. 
The edition will be limited to three hundred copies, publication 
to coincide with the tenth anniversary of Angelo’s death in 1991. 
The main portion of the book will consist of essays such as one by 
Joyce Lancaster Wilson on Angelo’s children’s books, one by 
Jeffrey Thomas on Leaves of Grass, and another, by Georgianna 
Greenwood, on Angelo’s lettering; there will also be a section 
devoted to anecdote, reminiscence, and biography. Short essays 
by those who remember Valenti, centering around the Monday- 
night, open-house gatherings at The Book Club (legendary, yes, 
even though they continue!) will provide diversion from the 
more serious discussions of Angelo’s varied and impressive body 
of work in art, literature, and in the making of books. 

Those who knew Valenti Angelo agree that he was a man of 
parts, cherished for his work and for his comments on art and 
life. Club members R. S. Speck, Donald Fleming, Gaye Eisen- 
berg, and Richard Hilkert will also contribute to this section. 
Short submissions in the same anecdotal vein from other Club 
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members who knew Valenti Angelo will be considered. Please 
contact Ann Whipple at the Club if you wish to contribute a few 
paragraphs on one of the Club’s immortal Monday Nighters. 


JACK MACLEAN, ANNE WHIPPLE 
Editors, Valenti Angelo: the Man and the Artist 


1 Book Club member Earl Emelson began his publishing venture in 1984, calling it 
Heron House after his collecting interest, the works of Flodden Heron, past-presi- 
dent of The Book Club and a noted book collector in the ’30s and ’4os. In 1989 Heron 
House published Mozart, an essay by W. J. Turner. This was printed by Susan Acker 
at the Feathered Serpent Press, and the Introduction is by Club member Donald R. 
Fleming. The Heron House edition of Byron’s The Prisoner of Chillon will appear 
in Spring, 1992. This volume will also be printed by Susan Acker, with illustrations 
by Wolfgang Lederer. 


Elected toMembership 


The two classifications above Regular membership at $55 per year are Sustaining 
membership at $75 per year and Patron membership at $150 per year. 


New Patron Members Address Sponsor 
Michael Steinberg, M.D. Los Angeles Jeff Weber 
New Regular Members 
Axel Borg Sacramento Harlan Kessel 
Michele McGarry Crahan Los Angeles Hugh Tolford 
Lee Engdahl San Francisco Jerry Cole 
Andrew Griffin San Francisco Jeffrey Thomas 
Mr. Mrs. St. George 

Holden, Jr. San Francisco Jerry Cole 
Christopher Leavenworth Austin, TX W. Thomas Taylor 
Arnold Martinez South San Francisco Jerry Cole 
Jean M. O’Brien Monterey Mrs. Cecil Wahle 
Friends of Special Collections 

U. Vermont Library Burlington, VT George Singer 


The following member has transferred from Regular to Sustaining membership 
status ($75): 
Ruth Richards Baker San Francisco 
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Contributors to This Issue 


AXEL E. Bora, a fourth-generation Californian, has been a wine bibli- 
ographer at University of California, Davis, since 1988. 


Gifts and Acquisitions 


Welcome to our Club library two new volumes by Book Club member 
and gracious San Fernando Mission host, Msgr. Francis J. Weber. Both 
are released in an edition of 500 copies. The first is California Bibliog- 
raphies: Third Book Edition, designed and printed at The Castle Press, 
Pasadena, and published by The Historical Society of Southern Califor- 
nia. The second is Prominent Visitors to the California Missions: (1786- 
1842), compiled with critical annotations. Illustrious names (and their 
vivid accounts) abound—Duflot de Mofras, la Pérouse, Menzies, von 
Kotzebue, Duhaut-Cilly, Richard Henry Dana, and on and on. Msgr. 
Weber nicely ties them all together in his own commentary. The result 
is a most useful and original volume, printed at the Kimberly Press, Santa 
Barbara. Neither book contains a price but queries may be directed 
to Dawson’s Book Shop, 535 North Larchmont Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90004. 

Of an entirely different nature and of special interest to Book Club 
members is the issuance of a sales catalog entitled A Selection of Books 
from the Library of D. Steven Corey with a Preface by William P. Bar- 
low, Jr., and a Cataloguer’s Note by John Crichton. It is designed and 
printed, with a two-color opening page, by W. Thomas ‘Taylor and 1s 
available on request from The Brick Row Book Shop, 278 Post Street, 
#303, San Francisco, CA 91408-5071. Two features of this catalog merit 
special mention. The first is a frontpiece photograph of Steve standing at 
the printing press at Gleeson Rare Book Library which he headed at the 
University of San Francisco. It is nicely reproduced on a wrap-around 
coated stock. The second is the reproduction of a special D. Steven Corey 
bookplate designed for the Brick Row Shop by Susan Acker of the 
Feathered Serpent Press, San Rafael, California. With amenities such as 
these, this sales catalog is a keepsake as well—and in itself. H. K. 


From Msgr. Francis J. Weber we received a memorial booklet made 
possible through the Dan Murphy and the Thomas and Dorothy Leavey 
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Foundation, written by Msgr. Weber and printed by The Castle Press 
(July 1991). This impressive booklet was printed as a tribute to the 
new cardinal for California’s Southland—His Eminence Roger Cardinal 
Mahony. 

Will Powers, former partner of Wesley Tanner, has sent us from his 
shop in Birchwood, Minnesota, his latest little book of quotes as a gift in 
remembrance of D. Steven Corey. This is a little charmer, a tribute titled, 
Emerson G. Wulling, 75 Years a Printer, printed as a keepsake for an ex- 
hibit at the University of Minnesota and the Ampersand Club Annual 
Dinner on May 16, 1991. This book was written by Emerson’s son, 
Thomas E. Wulling, and added to with excerpts from the writings of his 
father. ‘The Club has many times had the pleasure of reviewing Wulling’s 
work at his Sumac Press in La Crosse, Wisconsin, the last time in our 
Number 4 Autumn 1991 issue when we reviewed his amusing “how to” 
and “how not to” print a booksellers catalogue. 

Will Powers writes that this little book was composed in Adobe Caslon 
and designed by Carol Twombly, both composition and design done in 
Microsoft Word and Quark Xpress on Macintosh Classic and Macintosh 
IIci computers. All this was designed and composed by Will H. Powers 
(whatever all that means! ). We are nevertheless delighted to house this 
with the other books and booklets sent to us in memory of Steve. 

The Western Heritage Press of Berkeley, California, has presented 
The Club with a copy of Design & Printing at the University of Cali- 
fornia Press by August Frugé. This very nicely designed and printed 
booklet was the work of Bruce Washbish at his Anchor & Acorn Press in 
Petaluma, and it is suitably composed in the California typeface designed 
for the Press by Goudy and printed on Mohawk by letterpress for the 
Roxburghe Club and Zamorano Club, “as well as selected libraries, print- 
ing associations, collectors of fine printing, and publishing colleagues” 
For any not qualified, copies may be had at the press in Berkeley for 
$20.00 plus tax. (This article is, in fact, a teaser, for a future complete 
story of the past and present of the Press.) 

From member and California State Librarian Gary E. Strong we have 
received a copy of Book Collectors of Stanford, An Eclectic Eight who 
shaped the Stanford University Libraries, written by John Y. Cole, Di- 
rector of the Center for the Book, Library of Congress, with an introduc- 
tion by David Weber, California State Library Foundation, Sacramento, 
California (1991). This 86-page book in a soft binding was printed offset 
in an edition of 1,000 copies, based on a design by Susan Acker and Mary 
McDermott. 

From our assistant librarian Karl Vollmayer we have received a copy of 
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Memorial on the Californias translated and with an introduction by 
Henry R. Wagner, printed by the Grabhorn Press (1945) in an edition of 
250 copies. This was a “‘discarded” book from the Redwood City Library. 
It has been restored, except for the die-stamping on the lower part of the 
title. We are delighted to have this hard-to-come-by Grabhorn book. 
The colophon reads“... 75 copies were reserved for the Zamorano Club 
and were presented through the generosity of the late Albert M. Bender?’ 
Our sincere thanks to dear Karl. 

With each issue of the Quarterly we have received another group of Toni 
Savage’s incredible private press broadsides—the latest is number 360. 
‘To these he has added another booklet, Rhymes, poems by Sue Mackrell 
with drawings by Robert Tilling, as well as a poem by Spike Milligen 
with a drawing by Robert Tilling, titled, My Mother and printed in an 
edition of 160 copies on cornflower blue Sheepstor paper. As always, we 
are grateful for Toni’s interesting private press productions. In a recent 
Quarterly we noted that we believe that the Club owns the largest col- 
lection of Toni Savage in America. 

The Club has received an unusual example of the design and artwork 
of member Harry Donlevy of Oakland, a retired art teacher. This ex- 
ample is titled, The Ten Bamboo Studio: A Chinese Masterpiece of Print- 
ing, and has two drawings by the printer in Pochoir coloring with beau- 
tiful endsheets in a Japanese paper impregnated with threads—very hand- 
some indeed! The colophon notes that only 50 copies were printed. We 
are delighted to add this to our other colorful gifts from Mr. Donlevy. 

We have received from our “compiler of records; Duncan Olmsted, 
an opulent folio edition of the Atlas of Columbus and the Great Discov- 
eries by Kenneth Nebenzahl and published by Rand McNally (1990). 
This very beautiful book, written by an authority on antique maps, with 
full-color reproductions, is a fine addition to our library. It was published 
in celebration of the sooth anniversary of the discovery of America. Our 
sincere thanks to our Duncan Olmsted. 

When member bookbinder and book restorer Joann Miller died re- 
cently, our Barbara Land established a small fund to purchase a book in 
her memory. To complete this generous gift, dear Barbara found the 
perfect book at the recent San Francisco Bay Area Book Festival in No- 
vember, and purchased it against the fund. The perfect book is Book- 
binding and Conservation by Hand: A Working Guide, published by R. 
R. Bowker (1981). The book will be registered as a gift in Joann’s mem- 
ory, and it will be shelved with our collection of books on binding. Our 
thanks to Barbara. 

Two important books were recently given to the Club to commemo- 
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rate William Wreden’s retirement from bookselling at his famed Bur- 
lingame bookshop. Both of these books were originally published by Mr. 
Wreden. The first, printed by the Grabhorns, is Encantadas (or Enchant- 
ed Isles) by Herman Melville, with illustrations by Mallette Dean (one of 
300 copies, 1940). The other is a small folio titled, John Muir: A Reading 
Bibliography, compiled by William F. Kimes and Mamie Kimes, with a 
foreword by Lawrence Clark Powell. It was printed in an edition of 500 
copies in 1977. Both are pristine copies that will find a happy home in our 
reorganized library. 

At long last we have acquired a Stanley Morison book we have wanted 
for some time. It is On Type Faces, the Fleuron, 1923, No. 287 of 750 
copies. It is, in fact, a filler to support our representative collection of the 
work by and on Stanley Morison. Unless we are offered a first edition of 
his First Principles of Typography, we write FINIS to the Morison col- 
lection. Some members will remember that the Club published his Typo- 
graphic Design in Relation to Photographic Composition, with an intro- 
duction by John Carter, in 1959. A. S. 


Reviews 


Lexfake: An Account of the Theft and Forgery of Early Texas Printed 
Documents by W. Thomas Taylor, with an Introduction by Larry Mc- 
Murtry. W. Thomas Taylor, Austin, 178 pp, $45 trade ed., $150, quarter- 
leather, signed ed. 

What a fine job of detective work Tom ‘Taylor has performed in this 
lively account of the two (or perhaps three) bookdealer-scoundrels, C. 
Dorman David, a cocaine addict in addition to all else, and John H. 
Jenkins, whose death from gunshot in April 1989 may have been homi- 
cide or—more likely—suicide. For twenty years these two men blazed 
across the Texas-bookworld skies, introducing a host of shameless for- 
geries that should have been detected far earlier than they were. 

And why were they not? How could libraries and collections willingly 
allow themselves to be duped and—in some cases—even to buy back items 
they knew to be stolen from their own collections? Perhaps it is the hu- 
man proclivity to romanticize the villain or, as ‘Taylor writes, “The high- 
wayman is always more interesting than his victims”—equally true in 
California as it is in Texas. 

H. Ross Perot, a mega-rich Texas entrepreneur, was one of the early 
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doubters, engaging bookdealer Dorothy Sloan and librarian William 
Holman to authenticate a rare document he had been offered. It was a 
fake, of course, and it was then that Tom Taylor and other history special- 
ists began to untangle the incredible web of deceit by the two convincing 
perpetrators, David and Jenkins. Jenkins later used the very same fake 
Perot document in an insurance-claim scam, at which point our good 
friend and Book Club member, Jennifer Larson, was hired by the insur- 
ance firm to investigate. At least 57 forgeries have since been identified 
and 17 are illustrated (along with the authentic copies) in Texfake. 

By all means, buy this book because every serious collector should be 
aware of the importance of provenance as well as how to establish au- 
thenticity. The book is handsomely designed and printed (although the 
paper-over-boards portions of the binding will not long endure in public 
library use). The type is Linotype Janson with Ludlow Bodoni Black for 
headings. The photo illustrations are superbly presented and the design 
and printing were done at the fine press of Tom Taylor in Austin. This is 
‘Texas history writ large indeed. 


It is good news that the second edition of Edward Catich’s classic The 
Origin of the Serif: Brush Writing & Roman Letters is again available: 
$49.95 and $29.95 in cloth and paperback respectively, printed in two 
colors throughout, providing a visual feast on almost every page. Avail- 
able from St. Ambrose Bookstore, 518 W. Locust St., Davenport, [A 
52804. There is even an 800 number for ordering: (1-800) SAU-ALUM. 


The Club does not yet possess a copy but your editor attended a recent 
reception for the publication of a lovely portfolio September Elegy, a 
poem by Thomas Parkinson with seven etchings by Ariel Parkinson 
who created them in Verona, Italy, at the workshop of Luciano Cristini 
and which are printed by him in this edition of 120 copies, each signed by 
the author and the artist. The presswork is by Alessandro Zanella at 
Edizioni Ampersand, Verona. The publisher is our Book Club member 
Bob Hawley’s Oyez Press, 1407 Solano Avenue, Albany, California 94706 
where the portfolio is on display. It will also be exhibited at The Bancroft 
Library, Berkeley in February 1992. The work will seem pricey to some 
at $675 but as a livre d’artiste it is at market value. And it is a figurative as 
well as literal marriage of two noted artists—Tom, a poet, literary mentor, 
and noted authority on W.B. Yeats and William Blake, and Ariel, a painter 
and stage-set designer (notably for San Francisco Opera), who has been 
exhibited widely. 
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Member David Myrick’s latest book was published officially on August 
24th, his tenth book in addition to numerous articles. The title is Monte- 
cito & Santa Barbara: Volume II, The Days of the Great Estates and it 
contains the index for both volumes. It is available at $44.95 from Inter- 
urban Press, Glendale, at 1-800-899-8722. HARLAN KESSEL 


In Memorial 


Sadly, the Club lost two “old China hands” in July within days of each 
other: James D. Hammond at 84 and Paul Quentin Forster at 87. 

Hammond, at one time, was associated with Sherwood Grover on his 
Common Place Book series, and he was by profession a noted wildlife 
photographer and film maker. One of his last was a filmed history of 
printing in San Francisco with the title, The Grabhorn Legacy. In the 
late 1930s Hammond was a war correspondent in China with the New 
York Times in Shanghai, as well being an editor for the China Press. 
(Note: some time ago Hammond made a formal studio portrait of our 
Oscar Lewis. Unfortunately, neither the sitter nor the photographer 
could remember the occasion or the time. We still own this excellent 
portrait signed by Hammond.) | 

Paul Forster was for all his adult life a working artist in San Francisco. 
He designed books for the Windsor Press, Lawton Kennedy, and an 
Ansel Adams book for the New York Graphic Society. In the middle 
1940S Paul served with Club member William Matson Roth in Burma and 
China with the OSS. Note: Paul was the designer of The Club’s last two 
keepsakes: California Wayside Inns and Chinese Book Arts and California. 


On August 7 Alfred Kennedy, son of Lawton and a long-time partner 
in the printing firm of Lawton and Alfred Kennedy, died in Oakland, 
California, at the age of 64. 


Long-time Book Club member Samuel Stark died at his Carmel home 
in November at the age of 85. ALBERT SPERISEN 


CHARLES D. FIELD 
With the recent death of Charles D. Field at the age of 80, the community 
of book collectors, librarians, and scholars has lost a good friend and noble 
patron. Together with his wife Frances, Mr. Field was a generous bene- 
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factor of cultural institutions and higher education. The Fields endowed 
two professorships at Stanford—in Medicine and in History—during the 
1970S. In the ’8os their interests shifted more to libraries and to books. 
They made possible the refurbishing of Stanford’s Special Collections’ 
quarters in the Cecil H. Green Library, endowed the Curatorship of 
Special Collections, and presented Stanford with an extensive collection 
of books and manuscripts by Ernest Hemingway. 

Charles Field was a modest man who kept a low profile, yet he was a 
notable collector whose interest in Hemingway spanned the last thirty 
years and more of his life. In building his Hemingway collection, Mr. 
Field had an accomplished partner in his friend, the late bookseller, 
Warren R. Howell. As Howell recounted it some years ago, “Charlie 
walked into the bookshop one day in 1957 and began to tell me of his 
great interest in Hemingway. Charles had read many of his books and 
felt that this was the time to begin collecting these books in their first 
edition” And collect he did. Not only does the Field collection contain 
copies of first editions of all the author’s books, many of them with im- 
portant associations, it also features a rich gathering of translations and 
of original source materials, including biographer Carlos Baker’s numer- 
ous exchanges with Hemingway while working on his study of the 
author. The collection was given to Stanford in 1985 and is currently in 
the Department of Special Collections. Mr. Field leaves behind him a 
singular legacy of support for books and for scholars, for collecting, and 
for learning. MICHAEL T. RYAN 


Serendipity 


Members will recall the excellent exhibit this past August/September of 
Expatriate California Printers, one of whom is Lee Engdahl of Engdahl 
Typography, Seattle. We now have the good news from Lee that “my 
wife and I are planning to return to California by the year’s end, not to 
Sonoma County (where we had been living the last decade) but to my 
birthplace of San Francisco. I do not imagine I shall live down the image 
of a ‘former expatriate of California’ too easily but such a label is better 
than many one might have, I dare say” 

We are delighted to welcome back the Engdahls and we dare to hope 
that the Club’s hospitality and Exhibit Reception may have played a small 
part in their decision to return. After the opening night reception Ex- 
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hibits Chair Jack Maclean and your QN-L Editor hosted Lee Engdahl 
and Wesley Tanner for a lively dinner at Circolo, one of the finer eateries 
on lower Sutter Street. In a gracious mood, Lee agreed to write a few 
words on the state of letterpress printing, words which we share with 
you here, in part: 


Preserving Letterpress Printing 


“Tt may be little known that letterpress printing survived for centuries on 
jobwork, not on books—on little jobs of business cards, letterheads, bro- 
chures, papal bulls, sermons, and the like. Aldus may have set the standard 
for scholarly, inexpensive book printing, but even the Didots did job 
printing to keep their ink fresh, the roof intact. 

“Keeping alive the tradition of fine typography and letterpress printing 
seems germane to the purposes of The Book Club of California. If only a 
small part of the Club membership thinks of a letterpress printer nearby, 
or across town, or in asmall town or dale for their social or business print- 
ing then these printers might better survive, prosper, and enrich the 
world of fine printing. 

“Fine printing need not be precious. Universities may pour out a small 
army of book artists but these graduates depend on the populace for 
work. Job printing at its best, with Mr. Updike as a sterling model, ought 
to be that staircase one might climb to an appreciation of fine book print- 
ing, of typography in the best case.” 


to eT, 


Thank you very much indeed, Lee. We are grateful for the oppor- 
tunity to share your sentiments (and to applaud them) with our readers. 


David Pierpont Gardner, President of the University of California, has 
officially approved the naming of the position of director of The Ban- 
croft Library the James D. Hart Directorship to honor the late Professor 
James D. Hart and in fulfillment of the terms of a generous gift by Nor- 
man H. Strouse. President Gardner will report on this action to The 
Regents at its scheduled meeting at the end of this academic year. 


Jack Stauffacher, today the Bay Area’s longest established fine printer, 
has received another prestigious award from The American Center for 
Design—the Middleton Award—created in 1984 to honor the renowned 
typographer, type designer, and printer Robert Hunter Middleton. The 
few others who have received this award were Hermann Zapf, Paul 
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Standard, and Joseph Muller-Brockman, an outstanding group of bed- 
fellows. This award came on Jack’s fiftieth year as a printer, teacher, and 
publisher. Jack has printed several books and keepsakes for the Club and 
is currently the designer-printer for our Pictorial Tour of Hawaii 18 s50- 
18 52. 


Succeeding D. Steven Corey, Benjamin Watson is the new Rare Books 
Librarian at USF’s Gleeson Library, where he has been a member of the 
Reference Department since 1988. He will be responsible for manuscript 
and print collections with particular strengths in the literature of the 
English 1890s, San Francisco fine printing, Roman Catholic controversies, 
and California history. At UC Berkeley’s Library School he concentrated 
on French printing. His first priority in the Donohue Rare Book Room 
will be to set up a systematic conservation program, largely staffed by 
volunteers. Anyone interested in the project is invited to contact him 
at 666-2036. 


Readers of the Jesse Crisler’s two-part “Four New Frank Norris Letters” 
(QN-L Vol. 56, Nos. 3 & 4) will be pleased to learn that Professor Cris- 
ler is working on a brief article on newly discovered inscriptions by 
Norris in some of his books. It will contain a number of biographical dis- 
coveries that will enrich our understanding and knowledge of Norris. 
We thank Professor Crisler very much indeed for offering this important 
new research to QN-L for publication and we look forward to receiving 
the manuscript. 


Exhibit Notes 


From October 7th through November 12th, 1991, member Warren 
Heckrotte has shared with The Book Club part of his remarkable collec- 
tions of maps based on Carl I. Wheat’s The Maps of the California Gold 
Rush, 1848 - 1857. The earliest map in Mr. Heckrotte’s collection was 
printed in 1836 and discloses the location of Native American tribes in 
North America. His series ends with a “delicately colored by hand” map 
of California in 1860, “compiled with the most recent surveys and ex- 
plorations containing all the latest discoveries and newest towns:’ 

On view was the extremely rare, undated map published by T. Wiley, 
Boston, and entered in the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of Mass- 
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achusetts in 1848, which for the first time named the California “mining 
district?’ This map, based on John Bidwell’s manuscript survey of the 
Sacramento Valley, was issued folded in a black cloth cover and stamped 
“Gold Region? Directions on how to enter San Francisco Bay were in- 
cluded on the bottom: 
“...keep white island open with the south shore and run for it until 
within the harbor, then, haul up and anchor abreast of the town” 
A memorable exhibition. Our thanks to member Warren Heckrotte. 
ADELA SPINDLER ROATCAP 


Barbara Fane Land 


I can help you with your cataloging needs. ~ 


I offer the following services: 
Cataloging of Books, Records, & Manuscripts 
for insurance, personal, or bookselling purposes. 


References available. 


770EICaminoDelMar SanFrancisco,CAg4121 (415) 221-7707 
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The Huckleberry Press 
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Printers ¢ Publishers 
of Fine Limited Editions 


for a prospectus, please write: 





Post OrFice Box 4450 - INCLINE VILLAGE, NV 89450 


Ten Views from Lake Tahoe 


A- PORTFOLIO: OF: WOOD: ENGRAVINGS: BY: JOHN: BALKWILL 





PUBLUS HED BY al HE sUUMUN O TE RE So. MCMxX Cl 


for a prospectus, please write: 


Post Office Box 4450 - INCLINE VILLAGE, NV 89450 
TELEPHONE (702) 831-1522 












Now by Subscription: 
con Amore 


VALENTI ANGELO 
A Bibliography, 1971-1982 








With an Introduction by 


Valdine Angelo Plasmati 
tS 


Reminiscences by his Friends 










132-page letterpress book printed by James Wehlage of San 
Rafael, and bound by Klaus-Ullrich Rotzscher, San Francisco. 






Limited to 100 regular copies (of which 85 are for sale) and 12 
specially numbered, de luxe copies, with additional original 
work hand-colored and signed by Valenti Angelo. 








Subscribers who remit payment with their order by January 25, 
1992, may have their names added to the List of Subscribers 
that will appear in each copy. The subscription price is: 
$475.00 for one of 100 copies 
$750.00 for one of 12 de luxe copies 


Effective January 25, 1992, the price will be: 


$ 675.00 for one of 100 copies 
$1,050.00 for one of 12 de luxe copies 











Publication is planned for March 31, 1992. For a prospectus, 
or to place an order, please contact 

James Linden, Publisher 

1803 Golden Gate Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94115-4310 
Telephone (415) 921-8282 










John Windle 


ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSELLER 





INVITES YOU TO SEND for the latest catalogue of Rare 
Books, Fine Printing & Bindings. If you need a special 
book for Christmas, a year-end appraisal for insurance 
or tax purposes, or if you are considering buying or 
selling important single books or collections, please call, 
write, or fax for an immediate appointment. 

Season’s Greetings and our best wishes for a Happy 
Holiday and a wonderful New Year. 


Please note our new address and telephone number, 
effective January 15,1992: 


1226 Johnson Street 
Menlo Park, California 94025 
Telephone (415) 327-4821 : Fax (415) 327-4921 
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